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In the other cases, in doses of one to two grammes, it gave 
a calm of sufficient duration They propose to experiment 
further with the remedy. 

III. AMADEI.-SITI'RKSSION 01 THE EITI.ll’ITi ATTACK. 

The author said that antipyrine succeedeil only in cases 
where the disturbance was slight; that the bromide was 
ineffectual in severe cases. It had been shown that the two 
drugs combined gave good results oftentimes in obstinate 
cases. Using this means, there had been no epileptic 
attacks for four months in the Asylum at Cremona. It was 
a little premature to announce these results ; but to make 
the communication might insure greater experimentation. 


N ATCK AI. AXI> SIMIT.ATFI > KOMN AM 111 I.ISM. 

Dr. Catrin, of the Military School at Lyons, wrote an 
article in the “Lyons Medical," upon which Dr. Filippi 
comments in “ Lo Sperimentalc" (December, 1889). 

Dr. Catrin had a case of simulated somnambulism, and 
wished to suppress, if possible, this most disorderly malin¬ 
gering among the troops. He quotes from Charcot the 
signs of natural somnambulism, as follows : 

1. Natural somnambulism is a disorder of childhood and 
of early youth. 

2. It is a disease rare in the adult. 

3. It is produced almost always at the same hour of the 
morning or in the middle of the night. 

4. The open eyes are a symptom of the first importance. 

5. The true somnambulist pays no attention whatever to 
anybody who would try to impede his progress. 

6. It is a rare disease, especially in the lion-hysterical. 

According to Dr. Catrin, all those cases which do not 

present the individual conditions and the clinical phenomena 
of natural somnambulism should be suspected of simulated 
somnambulism. But Dr. Filippi has his doubts as to the 
propriety of these conclusions, although he recognizes, at 
the same time, the merit of the work and of this special 
study in military medicine. 

KKl l.KX I I'll I.l'SV FROM CATARRH AND DILATATION OF 
tiik stomach. 

Dr. Luigi Xacchi (“Lo Sperimentalc," January, 1S90). 
The author narrates the case of a young man, twenty-four 
years old, who had an epileptic seizure, judged to be such 
from the fact that it was preceded by a feeling of malaise 
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(the aura) and by a cry, and that lie had tonic and clonic 
convulsions, foaming at the mouth, wounding of the tongue, 
insensibility to strong pricks, passing of the urine, and the 
characteristic aspect. 

That the epilepsy depended upon the pathological con¬ 
dition of the stomach was shown by the cessation of the 
seizures from the time the stomach began to function regu¬ 
larly. The writer draws the attention to the absolute 
inefficacy of bromides to combat gastric epilepsy or to 
modify it ; and likewise to the inefficacy of remedies for the 
catarrh and dilatation of the stomach, which yielded readily 
to repeated washings, which removed the accumulated 
secretions and stimulated to contractions the atonic and 
torpid muscular structure. 

To sustain his diagnosis and the points that he makes. 
Dr. Xacchi cites a case of a woman whom he once saw with 
reflex nervous symptoms, face drawn and bathed with cold 
perspiration, eyes wide open and without expression, pulse 
slow and weak, unable to make an intelligent answer. She 
indicated with her hand that the stomach was the seat of 
her principal trouble. She recovered after she was made 
to vomit and had ejected a large amount of undigested 
foo 11. 

He also mentions a transitory reflex aphasia, the result 
of indigestion. G. 1 ’. 
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Dr. Pi: I KKSOX then read a paper, entitled: “A Case of 
Locomotor Ataxia associated with Nuclear Cranial Nerve 
Palsies and with Muscular Atrophies.’’ (See page 450.) 

Dr. C. K. Muxs thought that the case might be some 
peculiar irregular form of syringo-myelia. 

Dr. E. D. Eisiikk suggested that the case was one of 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. 

Dr. Sachs thought the case closely resembled one of 
his, in which the diagnosis was polio-myelitis, although 
there were more spmptoms of tabes dorsalis than in his 
case. 



